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In 1843 a seemingly insignificant gesture prompted a Christmas tradition that continues today. 
It was 172 years ago in London when Sir Henry Cole hired an illustrator to design a holiday card 
to send to his family, friends and associates. This small act is credited as the world’s first known 
Christmas card. And in the late 1850’s, Louis Prang who ran a neighborhood print shop near 
Boston, is generally considered to be the father of the American Christmas Card. Prang 
published his first Christmas card for his American customers in 1875. The design was simple, a 
floral image with the words “Merry Christmas” displayed upon the greeting card. 
 
Each year, my final act of the holidays is to celebrate the thoughtfulness of loved ones, friends, 
and school families who have sent me a Christmas card. Often the greeting cards have included 
family photos. And so as not to forget the kindness of their gesture, each year I creatively 
arrange a type of collage as a means to proudly displays all those photographs. This photo album 
of sorts is prominently positioned on the refrigerator in my kitchen and each morning as I 
prepare breakfast for my children, I am blessed by the visual images of all whose presence in my 
life brings great meaning. I am certain that neither Sir Henry Cole nor Louis Prang could have 
ever imagined that their once seemingly minor gesture would become such a meaningful way to 
express affection and love to others.   
 
I was recently reflecting on the kindness of sharing holiday cards and family photos and saw that 
in a relatable way, each time a family chooses to support our Scrip program, they too are kindly 
sharing a bit of them self. For those who might not know, our school relies greatly upon the 
financial benefits of purchased cards. In fact, it is the largest ongoing fundrasing operation that 
we coordinate throughout the year. So as you leave church each weekend, consider buying Scrip 
cards for the gas station, the grocery store, the retail store, the coffee shop, the restaurant and 
other place that you might frequent. If you visit businesses regularly anyway, way not pre-
purchase Scrip cards and also provide support to our school community? It is truly that easy!  
 
Of course, a program like this doesn’t just happen. It takes great leadership and dedicated 
volunteers. To begin, I must offer my deepest appreciation to Kris Reilly for the dedicated 
commitment that she has offered this program. Month after month and year after year, she 
spends countless hours in support of the Scrip program. We are truly blessed to have Kris lead 
this fundraising program. As well, I would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to Susan 
Flanagan for all of the extra hours she has offered to this program. In addition, I am thankful for 
all of the parish office assistance that Doreen Howard and Angie Kiley also provide. And finally, 
I am also deeply beholden to a consistent cadre of volunteers who kindly share their time selling 
Scrip during our weekend masses: Nancy Evans, Sarah Passarell, Sharon Barto, Kathleen Hall, 
Deb Miller and Heather Holmes.  
 
And remember, there is nothing insignificant about the gesture of generosity that you offer by 
supporting the Scrip card program. Thank you for kindness! 
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